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inasmuch as the Executive has little by little allowed its normal authority to be transferred to, and disseminated among, the members of the Chamber, Frenchmen are in reality the prey of a Despotic regime.
Thirdly, the re-establishment of the principle of the Separation of Powers, and consequently the restoration of Authority, implies the definitive organization of the status of the three-quarters of a million of functionaries, in such a manner as to protect them against favouritism; to protect, as well, the Legislative power against the temptation to utilize the functionary system for base demagogic ends; to complete the isolation of the Government within the sphere of its normal Executive role; and (finally) to render rebellion impossible. One of the main elements of this reform ought to be the abolition of the privilege of State pensions to functionaries, an institution which costs France one hundred millions of francs annually, and which has done more to emasculate French character, to destroy French initiative, and to arrest the normal evolution of French individualism, than any of the causes growing out of the Napoleonic scheme for the government of Frenchmen.
The resurrection of Authority, the restoration of Constitutional order, are thus the crying needs of France at the present hour. Chronic German aggression,1 and the exist-
and almost conservative proposal. That important attribute of sovereignty, known as the right of Parliaments to interpret the Constitution, belongs, in the United States, to the Federal judiciary, an unheard oi state of tilings from the point of view of most other civilized states. Government in the United States may really be said, as Mr. S. S. McClure has put it, to be Government by Courts. (Me-Clure's Magazine, May 1912). The proposal of Mr." Roosevelt may, or may not, be prudent. That proposal, at all events, is one which does not justify the anathema of the convinced partisans of Democratic Government.
1 Prince Bismarck once said of the French : " Leave them alone. If you leave them alone, they will devour each other. If you attack them from abroad, they will gather together to face the foreigner." See Paris correspondence of the Times, December 20, 1898.
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